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l^E DALLAS POLICE RADTO: ASSASSINATION ON TAPE! 


by Gary Mack 


m, i °ary Mack is Program Director of television station KPJZ- 
i'M in Fort Worth. He has been working oa this project for 
many months. He has listened to the police tape more than a 
hundred times ever the past several months. His letter con- 
cludes: ’’As new technology becomes available I'll continue 

my study of the police tapes for any further information they 
may contain." 7 

We are happy to have his article. 


Penn Jones 

There's little question Abe Zapruder's 8mm color film of the JFK murder is 
the best piece of hard evidence still publicly available. Its suppression should 
have been a crime and wo are all indebted to Robert Groden and ABC Television tor 
its nationwide broadcast just two years ago. How close we came to not having that 
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Zapruaer bought the camera only a few days before and because November 22nd 
began dark and overcast, he left it at home thinking picture-taking on a cloudy 
dej wculu be a waste of film. When the sun appeared, his secretary urged him to 
return home, get the camera and film the Kennedy motorcade. There were onlv n 

1° % &re he arrived ln Dealey Plaza and began looking for a good 

Tlie choice was a marble abutment at the west end of the pergoia 
gracing the knoll area between the Texas School Book Depository and the railroad 
o/erpass. 

nw »««!?S t -. krl0Wi, ? B n t ?? 11 “ e i l ? of the motorcade, Zapruder started filming the lead 
nnHv^ l ' yCj ’ eS and Holice Jesse Curry's car behind them. Seeing Ken- 

SA was still several seconds away, he stopped filming until the presi - 
}* \ la Lni' n , ouslne appeared on Elm Street after rounding the corner from Houston. 

i seen this early segment of the film and only one frame of the 
Thrna mtn?w? 8en published. A most unusual event occurs in those first frames, 
film 1 M Icemen are traveling abreast up Houston Street, and as two of 
le-« thf onto Elm, the man on the far right continues straight ahead! He 

TSBD on < -he t E?m p n . uakl ?° wn r « a f on > probably pulling up in front of the 

4 ^taeet Lx ten si on. Jhis policeman may have been H. D. Freeman 

Son^of^h^TSBP^mmiv' Commission that he was, indeed, positioned in 

i-ont oi the TbBD immediately after the shots were fired. 

°{ tl ( 10 Zapruder film reveals a radio antenna on this motor- 
tw - *n d » although must oi the three -v/heelers had radios, we know from testimui-y 
thu,. ai were in working order. The significance of the event cannot be under- 7 
Dai la- V' OS5 ! bl(i involvement with interf orence on one of the two 

V , i?? channels. Just nbout 30 seconds before the shots were find, 

a “° to VV clfe P^ii oeman oper.ed his microphone on Channel 1. For an as yet unr-x- 

tiu 1 v J I 035 ' 11 ’ H‘? V m f? rophcne °pcn for nearly 8 straight minutes e/*Y -- 

1 bloekine ali police carnuni cations on that channel. Meanwhile, the diV- 
p.it.hei i„ heard on Channel 2 telling of a motorcycle officer on Stemmons Freeway 
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with his microphone stuck open and asking for someone to go shut if off. Note 
that without an officer's identification number the dispatcher has no way of know- 
ing either who is working the radio or where it is located. No such number was 
given. 


When listening to tapes of the two radio channels, one is struck by the mas- 
sive confusion caused by that open microphone. The dispatcher was frantically 
trying to somehow unjam tho channel, an electronic action that put an audible 
"beep tone" on parts of the recording. Several officers are heard on Channel 2 
literally shouting for someone to find the officer and fix his radio. In any 
case, wo don't positively know where tho officer was when his microphone switch 
was open; however, if it was an officer stopped near the TSBD , wouldn't the gun- 
shots be audible on the radio? I believe they are, seven of them, and it will 
take an electronic detective to conclusively prove their existence. 

The Dallas Police radio channels were constantly recorded, a policy still in 
effect. In 1963 the recording equipment was little better than the old-style 
Dictaphone found in many business offices. Thin polyester belts, moving at slow 
speed under a stylus, primitively preserved the two broadcasts (which wore later 
used by the Dallas Police Department, Secret Service and FBI to provide the Warren 
Commission with written transcripts of the communications). The original record- 
ings were wisely transferred to standard recording tape since the belts would 
have been ruined by repeated playings. Copies of those priceless tapes are read- 
ily available and are the only known recording of tho gunshots which killed John 
F. Kennedy. 


When the motorcycle officer switched on his microphone, his engine was still 
idling. Because of the loud, low-frequency rumble very little else is heard: 
however, by electron! cally filtering out the motorcycle noise, what remained should 
be the sound of Dealey Plaza. With this theory in mind I contacted two Dallas 
H production/recording studios. Their exports agreed that with tho proper filtering 
annualization equipment, the process should work; so, we set up some studio time 

Working from an exceptionally clear, second-generation copy of the original 
belt recording, we were able to eliminate vlrturnlly ail the sound of the motor- 
cycle engine. Finding the precise location of the gunshots, then, was easy, and 
without any further processing we heard the first shot: a very loud, sharp crack 

immediately following some conversation between two policeman ("10-4, three... 
1°-,!' . the low-fidelity recording quality, the first shot was 

irig.iteningly clear, thus implying the open microphone was in Dealey Plaza, not 
Sonn e - ? Stem “° ns leeway, and quite possibly six floors below the "infamous" 

J..BD window. The remaining shots were not as clear, which meant they were either 
r.rw'fi irom different locations or the motorcycle had moved. The latter Is most 
unlikely since the engine noise would have changed in pitch as t.he vehicle trav- 
eled; Lhe re was no change whatever throughout the entire eight-minute period. 

lu . m :? d L *? ero Y ns sfcm Plenty of just plain noise on this filtered tape, 
nois* similar to a large waterfall with the deep bass sounds removed. After 
listening over and over again we were confident some occasional "pops" that were 
barely T.Kible were undoubtedly the other gunshots. Working with both graphic 
arm p:irii;i | .5l r: c equalizers we tried to remove the background noise, thus making the 
easier t 0 hear. In this effort we were disappointed: there was no way to 
clearly separate Lite gunshots from all tho other noise. The result may not be 

mMv'i+i t? 6 , t0 laym " ° r ovon sotn<i exports, anti even though the needed technology 
mj > still bo some years away, the theory is correct. 
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EDITOR: Penn Jones 


I know that my retirement will make no 
difference in its cardinal principles, tha 
it will always fight for progress and re- 
form, never tolerate injustice or corrupt- 
ion. Always fight demagogues of all 
parties. Never belong to any party. Al- 
ways oppose privileged classes and public 
plundcrers. Never lack sympathy with the 
poor. Always remain devoted to the public 
welfare. Never be satisfied with merely 
printing news. Always be drastically ind. 
pendent. Never be afraid to attack wrong, 
whether by predatory plutocracy or preda 
tory poverty. 

April 10, J907 Joseph Pulitzer 
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Sag- Hi SiF ° n iVJ dP ^ L “ frequoncy S range° G probab{y t 500 r to i 3500 <3re 
the flMt harnonifSoSt 20oS U “oLfaS%S fiSSoSS KriSo“Jcl°s° ‘ yCleS - 

a.TseKcSie^quonSle"? 


Zapruder filn^sinl-^mauy ' ’witnosLos^o-tif ied°thtv C p t l fi rec!0rdin E to the 

l56piL,08 



neousl v durian Lho°«mfei?»» r ^ Sh0t M tW0 and throe struck Kennedy almost, slmullu- 
soundofl prohabl * ? l ^ 

i^ s, iSnf?u2Kjr^5? b3llGf that one i5 thJ'Sck^S l°%- 
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injuring Jamas Tague next to the r a i 1 r oad ? ove r u rss * r bul j- et struck the curb 
another wild shot similar to the fl’ 1 ca ? onl y assutne this was 
250 of Zapruder's film. one * rt raore or less corresponds to frame 

mor governor V believes^ S despite\is h confusinF^testimonv C ^ l'/ UC £ later than the f01 ’- 

then turned to his right to see the president “ e beard Lhe first shot, 

to his left when the bullet struck, knocking him fntn hi at he be S an a turn 

f th f Zapruder film confirms Connelly's belief Exaraina - 

nrth 1 , e change in posture beginning at frame 289 illustrated by his 

fifth saot is heard, 7 seconds after the first one. P re cisely where the 

the Dallas Police tape^tSth^^seSn a^he^* ^ When s y nch ^nl Z ed with 
head fired from different locations in^eafev pi 3r \ We ™ two shots to the 
almost simultaneously at frames u and ifc-rf 1 ’ strikln 6 Kennedy again 

bors two and three. jJst 1 “ Jecond- fftlr* j<£?L 9V *?, seemed to soaad like num- 
Kennedy was dead. cona^ alter John Gonnally was wounded, John F. 

““"1* (because of a vary nfoor 

possible). Although this is a lonper P t?mf Ct ° r ’ fu m ° T0 accurate chronology is not 
can be reasonably documented. Other*- wi i-h s ^ ai1 than most theories suggest, it 
cate and improve upon my work. As private inve^t^^i stic 5 ted equipment can dupli- 
nn^’ er ‘ Mission supporters for ye L S t0rs , have been saying to 

nothing wrong with the old! y ’ Wy do you demand new evidence? There's 




^ 9/7 Used by permission. 
EDITOR'S NOTE 
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very important letter. Looking back over tS^year* 1 opinion, a 

there had to be literally thousand q nr =Lh h y ?’ we ca n now see that 
lined in this beautifully documented m-fro T° ante ? s as the °ne out- 
friends for being so backwsrd nr cn ? 2ec ?‘ Again, I apologize to my 
talcing placet 8 backward or slow in catching on to what was 

i tarj^has* 1 the 1 training! ’th^discinlir t t ? h kee P 11 it a se cret. The mil- 
and the finances to mfinutn the^eirut th ® P hil ° so Phy, the personnel 
sniveling connivance of industry and ih* JflT ls combined with the 
one-hundred percent lethaJ . ^ c 1 mass med ia--the combination is 

1963 to convince mS? eJlryLef eVi * et '° e beginnln 6 with November 22, 

Tim 7-21 -77 

Penn Jones Jr.: 

cia SS H ;2i5rsr„u„if;.if?“™ >»“• »■« «r. t 

«o«»)<?rfotoSr ?!!' MWl l . 'Cas'V'Socro'u” 1 th0 bnsUrds w - re taking 

' ti, “ ° C " U “ dJd " ,t "° I* *H by hlmsolf , He uas serendipitous. 


